Date when Portrait was taken

No- of previous Portrait

Yonr of Birth 1872

Arrived in ( Ship
State of W.A. QYW s

~ Trade or Calling Elﬂlln;er

~ Religion

Education, degree of AL

HeiBht ._E_feat‘_?_i__inchu
} on Committal . 146 1hs.

Weight
dnsbe s on Discharge

Build _Medium

Finger Print

Classification

{.

Colour of Hair _Light_brown

Grey.
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| was always to seoure. -s
cuurviotion, owing' to " the
| bility of the chlld to undonund

: ftho nb:un of an oath, her evidepce cquld
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| many men got off pubnishment for this
':vcry serious offence.
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On.ntl Stone, - the trial of‘
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of the age of six
.yoars, was concluded. Mr. Wood having
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nour summed up
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'fne prisofisr was chargg
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difficult -

‘the nature of an cath, and, consequent-
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auph tender years that the judge.was ot
opinion that sh¥ could not understand

repoived. .'he jury, could well
cirounmstances’

They - much : too
rmontly heard Qf oEenqu of this char-
t. children

‘of* very unaer ,yem '1‘ o Legislature,

| therefore, very properly came to the as:

«aitance of the public, and enaoted that,

| notwithstanding that the child might |-

not be of such tender years.as to be . un-
o to understand the nature: of an

‘ outh still the evidence could be rooeu’- .

od, but oaly upon the oonditipn. that {t]
was! oorroborated- by.eome m

ting the sodus

Siohard of

child, who hsd been sssaulted,
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- In this case, they could have no douot
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|.optraged by someone, and the very'seri-

'| 6ue question they had.to determine was |
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fence, had beén given in the lower court,

-In this cue, they could have no douot
that the child had beex most bruu.ll;

‘|:optraged by someons, and the veryseri-
'| due question they had.to determine was

who that someone was. . At . first the
Crpwn appeared to rely that the ofence
was committed about‘the time that a

.| piercing scream was heard in the direc.:
{tian of Mrs, Palmers’ house;

but the
jury would have very little ‘doubt’ ou
théir minds—particularly on the evi-
denco of the child—that ‘the oocurrency
dsd not take place at that time. Hia
u.%u.r -then reviewed the evidence ex-
ively, the summing. up being, oan
tho ‘whole strongly against the prisone-,
Inoonclu&mg, s Honour said that ‘Le
had onduvourod to draw a line betweun
the two sides—the Crown and the pri-
point out. wheroe
evidence  seemod
wilt or
o had only to repeat vlut ha
o4 said at tho commencement,.that, in
. the . Qvidouee of .the ohild

"the
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must
no convict on bor ondouu slone, . If
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8 magistrate. He was not examined, in
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CRIME AT HOPETOUN.

THE POST OFFICE ENTERED.

POSTMASTER FIRED AT IN
BED.

BIS WIFPE STRUCK- WITH AN IBON

BAR.

AN ARREST EFPECTED.

The police camp is situated on the block
st the rear of the post ofice, £nd Constable

McGillvray soon arriscd on the meme. Buth
Mr. and Mrs. Efford were then in a state
ol ocollapee, and unsble to give a coberent
acvount of what had occurred. REven later
01 the details that they were able to sup-
Ply were of the most wmeagre descniption. * A
search of the premises to the discovery
1 of a number of detonators, but otherwiso
pothing was found to give a clue to the
Mdentity of the desperate intruder.
post office at Hopetoun faces east on
Veal-street. It is a wood and iron buildiny,
standing on a block of land bounded on the

* Albany, ‘October 28.

Intellivence of a deeperate decd, invol-
ving an attempt at double murder, was re-
ceived from Hopetoun ‘his morning. ~ The
sceno of the outrage was the post office, and
the postmaster (Mr. C. J. Efford) apnd his
wife were the victims of violence from
which they were fortunate in escaping witk,
their lives. Both naturally sufiered greatly

as the result of their experience, and the north side by another street and on the
reports with which they have since sup- scuth by a vacant allotment.  Acroes the
phed the police arc nccessarily vague. ;}ﬁzt;:;py at tbo‘hcﬁk‘u tbo po!i;;oacl:y.
. . . ise8 compcrise five rooms. m-
From the Information available 1t seems partment running right across the front i
that Mr, and Mrs. Efford, who were sleeping ' ti3o am Ka Ofer ‘the door s placed Dear
n & room bebind the front office, were dn- the northern wall, sod a counter divides
turbed in their slumbers at an carly lLour the room, the safe being strap ts ihe
{ this morming. It was stili dark when they floor under the counter. Bohingefbo o
awoke, and Mr. Efford had rcarcely moved ter 8 door leads imo the sitting-room, and
wuen 3 revolver was fired close to his head. another door on the north xide of the latter
Tke builet grazid his cheek, and was eub- leads to the bedroom where the outrage was
tcquently found to havo penetrated the pil- committed. Tbe window opened by Mrs.
low on which he had been lying. rs. i

Efford faces thé north. From the sitting.
Effiord, on hearing the shots, st up in bed. tcom a zecond door leads to the kiteben, and
She immediately received a violent blow

from this agamn a mcoud bodroom, in which
on the forehead from some blunt instru- Mr. and Mra. Efford’s three children sleep, is
ment, which Yaid open the flesh. For.u

approached. Mr. Etford is 45 years of age,
nately lbq; br:dumed ber senses, and sprg\f- ::du}‘r‘; b;‘“' stationed at Hopetoun for two
ing out o made for the window. ° LS .
bad time to thruw open the sash, bat her It &"“ ';'?]7 t”f '&m"“’ w?nd -
,| assailant seized her and literally tore her ;:;}7 e MI d?el : """"'zth g ey
| vight apparel from her back. Sull ebe per- tior. of securing the keys of 't,«he f At
sisted in crying for help  Unable to silence all . g 1 e t e
her the wdentl nhe-atricken. events, no cffort apparently was made
d 0, evidently panic-stric kunl t> opon the safe. There is no bank at
s ho Ead exrtersd. the house. . e | | Ropotoun, sod it ia wndorstond forwaried to
. cash from o is fo .
The police camp is situated on the block Perth m begs up:)portunity offers. With
st the rear of the post ofice, £nd Counstable two steamers running from Albany remit-
McCGillvray soon arrizcd on the meme. Both tances can be made frequently, so that
Mr. and Mrs. Efford were then in a state the accumulation of cash is never heavy, al-
ol oollapee, and unable to give a coberent | | thcugh on pay-day there might be on
acvount of what had occarred. Even later | | the premises. i
01 the details that they were able to sup- : George BlunderfieM, alias George Farrow,
Ply were of the most ineagre description. * A & wharf Iabourer, was arrested 4his evening
search of the premises lﬁ to the discovery on suspicion of having bioken into and an.
| of a number of detonmators, but otherwise m tbﬁ’m ﬁ“' ‘”‘i’u:'%' h‘{:‘;‘ d‘h‘"’
pothing was found to give a clue to the v A A0 Sean B, 0T,
identity of the desperate intruder. ' .
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THE IlOPE’l'q’UN CRIME. |

ATTACK ON THE POSTMASTER.

‘THF. ACCUSED.

NINE YEARS' [IMPRISONMENT.

The trial of George'?urow Blunderfield,
» widdle-1ged man,| arising out of sa out
rage st tho Hopetqun Post Office in Octo-
bor last, was brougt to a somowhat abrupt
termination in the| Crimina} Court yester:
day. The case way beard beforo Mr. J'lu-
tice Rooth and a fjury, Blunderfield being
cbarged with bavigg, at Hopetoun on Oe-
tober 28, unlawfully attempted to kill the
ostmaster (Charleg Jobn Efford), and, fur-
ber, with baving [unlawfully wounded Ef.
fopd_ yith intent t9 do him grievous bodily
“Xarm, The'case wps opened on Wednesday,
and evidunce for. (he Crown was proceeded
with up o mididpy yesterday. Upon the
cass in thc afternoon,
. Penny, who sppeared

resumption of th
bowever, Mr. C,
for Blunderfield,
allered to one establishing the wau as the
perpetrator of th¢ crime. Mr. Penny said
the ouly plea whith he had to put forward
i derfield was one of in-
sanity, but he upderstood from a medical
exauunation that| the prisoner was deemed
to be in possossion of all his faculties. Blun.
dorfield said he was agreeable to the course
which _his counsc] had undertaken, and his
.Honour inflicted |a sentence of unine years'
imprisonuent with bhard labour.

The Crown Solicitor (Mr. A. E. Darker)
appuared for the Crown,

Charles Jobn Effurd deposed that be was
poctmaster *at  Hopetous. On October &7

be weut to bed  between 9.15 and 9.30
p.as. Later, there was a knock at the
door. His wife went to the dgor, and she

subsequently told him something.
was £108 4i. 7d. in the post officc st the
time. It was in a safe. The key of the
safe was in one of the pockets of his wear
ing apparel. Witness and his wifc rotirca
to bed, but at about 1 o'clock witnuss rose
from his Led and at the sanie time opencd
the window of the bedroom, Later he was
swakencd. It was about 3.30 a.u. then.
He turned toward: his left side and a re.
volver was innuediately fired. Ho caught
a glimpse of a figure of a wan, and was
stunned by the cxplosion, but was able to
hear his wife calling out. Thero was mnot
auy light‘in the room. The figure appeared
to be in a crouching position. Tho wan in

There

ﬂt'g room _np]!oared_.to bave staring eyes.

He turned toward: his lefy side and a re.
volver was imiuediately fired. Ho caught
a glimpre of a figurc of a wan, and was
stunned by the ecxplosion, but was able to
hear his wife calling out. ‘Thero was not
auy light'in the roous. The figure appeared
to be in a crouching porition. The wan in
the room apPoared to have staring eyes.
Witness had kuown the accused before this,
vbut he could not recognise the figure of ti.<
man in tho room owing to the poorncss
of the light there. Hix wife called out.
“Wake up; what is it?" He then heard
a crushing blow, and his wife screamed.
He next raw his wife jump through the

. window, 8he was immediately followed by

‘ & brown figure.

. graph lines.

., oused ‘knew that.

- diningroom.

" out of the window.

Witness ran’ to the chest
of drawory for his rcvolver, which, how
ever, was usclees, as it had not been in
use for some time. Ille then proceeded Lo
the police station, and saw Constable
McGilliyeay, and the two of them returned
to the office. The baby was still in the
bed. The back door was wido opom Wit-
"negy carried the baby to the residence of
Mr. Lowe, to wliose' house his wife- and
other children had proceeded. Accused had
becn employed for a littlo time, on the tele-
The breaking of an insulator
would not interfers with the circuit; ac-
One of the insulators
had been broken. Accused had never borne
witfiess or bis family any grudge so far as
e knew..
?y Mr. Penny: He could not say definitel
whigher the man in the room was kneel-
ing 4§t his (witness's) bed, but their two
heads were on & level, Witness had kdown
accused for a couple of years. Accused
had often played with the children, and
scomed always to be a very steady and
good-tompered man. Accused’s camp was
situated about 20 chains away from wit-
ness's house, Wituess did not see who de-
livered the blow on the night in question.
An infant son of the last witness next
entored the witness-box. He gave his nanme
as Samuel Efford, and his agec as six years.
He said he remcinbered the night when he
got out of the window with his mother. He
heard a “bang,” but was first of all
awakened by the back door making a
noiso. He saw 8 man going towards the
It was the accused. Later he
heard his mother scream, and saw her jump
He also got out of the
window with his young sister. The man
was inside the rooln, with his knee on the
window, On the same night be told the
police constable of the occufrence. Wit~
ness, with his sister and mother, ran over
to Lowe's bouse.

*“Bueid) on the bed.

window with his young sister. The man
was inside the rooi\. with his knee on the
window, On the same night he told the
polico constable of the occurrence. Wit-
ness, with his sister and iother, ran over
to Lowe's bouse.

By Mr, Penny: Witness and his sister
often had games with the accused.

By Mr. Barker: He aaw the man twice
—once when be was carrying a light and
again when he was looking out of the win-
-dow. He recognised him on each occa-
sion.

Ivy . Efford, eight years of age, wae next
oalled. She nicf she remembered th?wght
when her mother and father were bhurt.
The moon was shining. She heard the back
door open and somoone crecping into the
diningroom, and then iuto her mother's
room. Next she heard a “bang” and ber
mother screaming. Later, she saw her
mother on the ground outside the house
aud Mr, Farrow at the window. Accused
bad alwavs been known by that name. She
kpew it was Mr. Farrow, nol because her
brother had told her, but because she saw
himi. She did not sce him get out of the
window.

Conctable Angus McGilliveay was -also
calted. He said the police camp at Hope-
toun was ut the back of the local post-
office. On the early morning of October
28 he was awakened by Mr. Efford. Wit.
pess  immediately rose from his bed and
went to the post-office. Thare was blood
on Mr. Efford’s face when he reached the
police station, and also black marks about

the ear. Outside the post-office door was
s hessian bag., Two rooms appesred to
bave been wccupied, Thero was a hole

through a pillow on ane of the beds. Thero
was also some black marks and spots of
blood, ‘There was also u imark on the mat.
tress and on the wall at the head of the
bed. There was u rag and rome iron (pro-
The iron was partly
Under the bed was a
bullet (produecdr. In the bag were some
¢ctonctors—four  pazkages in all—and a
bottle containiig Lkerosene, Witness also
found a revover outside the window. It
was a six-chamnbered revolver. There was a
strong smcll of powder at tho time. Mr.
Efford gave a dewcription of ethe man, who,
it was stated. bad been in the room. The
boy, Samuel Efford, was the first one to
divulue  to wituess the man's name and
other particulars, Witness sent for a black-

coverod Ly the rag.




/1908, and were then working on the tele-

graph lines. Witness had scen accused in
posasssion of & revolver. -

By Mr, Penny: Witness bad seen accusod
conatantly, Accused ulways uppeared to be
s happy man, aithough in the bush be was
sullon at tuwes and ‘kept noro to himswlf
than when in the town,

Mr. Barker: It is not unusual for s man
in the bush to becomie quieter’—No.

Frederick Arthur Abbott, telcgraphb lines-
mah, with Hopetoun as bis bheadquarters,
said the broken insulator to whﬁ refer-
ence had been made during the could
uot bave been broken through the throwing
of stones at it. Thero was the risk of a
fault occurring through the bending of the
wire. Witness could see that the line had
been tampered with, and iuformed the
r:uce. The piece of iron (produced) eould

ve pmduoeg the damage to the insulator

wire. The rag around the iron would
protect a son from eleotric shock,

George French, pootmaker, of Hopetoun,

.| said bo had kmown sccused for sbout two

years. He bheard a shot and a scream in
the vicinity of the post office im-October.
On the same morning witjuss went to ac-
cused’s camp and spoke to him about the
disturbance. He ssked him whether he
bad beard about the tragedy, and he re-
plied, “Poor Efford.” He did not say whe-
ther or not he had heard of the occurrence.
Acoused bad told witness that he had a
revolver. Accused bad the clothes over his
head when witness awakened him.

By Mr. Penny: Witness told accused to

| get up as a boat was in. Witness had never

noticed anything peculiar about accused.
On the same morning—October 28—accured
said be was going to the post office to get
some lettors.

David Paterron, rioan, of Hopetoun,
said be had kno sccused by the naine
of Farrow, Witness heard of the occur-
rence ut the post office, and spoke W «ccus
cd about it, as the latter was on the way
to tho boat. Accused sppeared to be sur.
prised, and made no mention of the fact
that someone elie had alegady spoken to
him about tho matter. Accused had pre
viously informed witness that he )
revolver.

On the resumption of the case in the
afternoon, Mr. DPenny said that, after
anxious consultation with tho prisoner’s sis-

him about tho matter. Accused had pre
viously informed witness that he b, [
revolver,

On the resumption of the case in the
afternoon, Mr. Penny said that, after
anxious consultation with the prisoner's sis-
ter, who had done everyihing possible to
assist the prisonor, ho had bren. instructed
to ask that the plea should be alterod, snd
that Blunderfield should be sllowed to plead
guilty., His (Mr. Penny's) efforts and the
cfforts of the nman’s sister, to oblain any ovi-
denco to combat the cvidenoe of Dr. Mont-
omery, lnspector-Genceral of the (nsane in

estirn Australia, had becen unsuccessful.
Dr. Montgoinery declared that the man
was of sound mind, and there was the evi-
dence also of Blunderfield's mato, who
said he had worked with him for some time
and had not unoticed any change in his
demcanour., The case was a most poculiar
one, for Blunderficld appeared to have
turned on people with whom he had boea
most friendly, but that, of course, was no
defence. Therefore, the ouly just and hon-
c't course for him (Mr. Peuny) to pursue
was not to delay the Judge or the fury by
raising the onli plea possible, mawely, that
of insanity, when Dr. Montgomery was of
opinion that the man was possessed of all
hie faculties,

His Honour (to the prisoner): You have
heard what your counre! has said. He has
stated that ho docs not sce how it is pos-
sible to defend your case, and from what
I have heard of it, there dods not appcar
to be any defence oxcept that of insunity.
The medical expert in the case (Dr. Momt-
fongery) says that you are perfectly sane.
t is, a question for you to say whether
or not the pleas should be altered. It is in
your power to make an application to that
effect.

Prisoner said he was agreeable to the
course taken by Mr., Penny.

His honour: | presume you understand
the scriousuess of the oftence. You wish to
make an application in the terms I have
mentioned, do you?

Prisoner: Yex, your Honour,

The jury then forinally returned a verdict
of fuilty.

His Honour: Is anything known about
this man?

Mr. bBarker: Yes, he has been tried for
sttempled 1wurder, but was scquitted oa
that occusion. - He has slso been sentenced
to 12 ycars' imprieonment for rape, and
came out of gaol aboul two or three years
ago.
cl’liu Honour: I see be was tried in this
Court, and was liberated after serving seven
yeurs' imprisonment. Will he be able to
earn any remission on the three ycars' im-
prisonment which he will now have to serve
In connection with that sentence?

'I‘b:ossol warder: Yes, 48 days a year, if
of g conduct, . o )

|

The gaol warder: Yes, 48 days a year, if

of }f conduct,
is Honour: I understand the attempted

murder case took place on the goldfield
and that just after he was found guilty o
the otbor crine for which he was sent to
prison.

Mr. Barker: Yes, it was in the following

year.

Mr. Penng then sppke at same length in
behalf of the prisoner, mu‘gc of whose ao-
tions, he said. it was dificult to under-
stand. In the case of attempted maurder,
the other man was a mate, and in this case,
the prisoner had been on {riendly terms
with the Efford ‘family,

His Hopbour: But hc seems to have gone
to work m a verv systcinatic manner. He
armed himself with dctonators, a rovolver,
kerosene, and other articles.

Mr. Penny said Mr, Barker had made out
a case which he was unable to answer, but
neverthelems thera were peculiarities about
the man. Everybody who knew the man ap-
peared to speak well of him.

His Honour: If be is sane, the best place
for him is prison, =use he is a danger-
ous maan.

In sentancing Blunderficld, ;his Honour
said the prisoner had pleaded guilty to one
of the most serious crimes known to the
law, and it scemed lo him, after hearing
the casc hcaring counsel for both sides,
that had the cssoc gone on, Lhe jury must
have come to the conciusion which had
now been arrived at, viz,, that he attempted
to kill Mr, Ffford. It was clear, his Hon-
our thought, that when the crime was rom-
mitted it was for tho purpose of robbery.
Prironer had inade his way into Mr. Efford’s
bedroom, armed with a revolver, and no
doubt he had it in hix mind to commil mur
der that night, if necessary.  11is Honour
could not overlook such a crime, 1llun-
derfield was a dangerous man, He now had
to do portion of his previous entence, and
he would take that into eonsideration, but
he thought he vueght to have inflicted upon
him an indeterminate sentence. This, how.
ever, his Honour was sorry to say they had
not pot in this State. Tha zentence would
bLe one of ninc year's imprisonment with
hard labour, '

Prisoner: Thank you, your Honour.
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. Escape from B.ottnedJ—-Yesterday morn-
ing the superintendent|of the Fremantle

Gaol received a report Rottoest stat- |
ing that a white pnsoncr pamed Blunder- |
field, who uwed-cookfor&he blacks |

who are imprisoned op the island was
missing. The superintendeat visited the

island yesterday, and & thorough scarch, |
wh.ich revealed few traces, was made. The |’

man's clothes were found on the beach,

and tracks were clearly| secen leading into |

the water. Just as Zephyr wasready
to leave for the mamnland on Sonday
afternoon s fire broke |out, and all the
officials were called ouf to extinguish it,
and it is thought that fhis occurreoce and
the tracks were merely blinds to assist the

man to make good his| escape. Blunder- |

fied, who hae previously served a sentence

on the uhnd,wu familier with the routine |

o fthe zsoo. and it id thought that he |,
has his way, m‘uted y coafeder- |

ates, to the mainland

BT
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THE TRAWOOL MURDER.
OLDRING SEWTENCED TD DEATH.

LONG CAREER OF CBIME.

; Molbourne, Feb. 22.

After & trial lasting gver Dur days,
drthur Gooffrey Oldring. whoso Lrue bame
18 Goorge Furrow Ulus'wrield, was to-day
in the Criminal Court, vefore tho Chisf
Justice, convicteq of the murdur of Marga-
zet Taylor and her daughlor. oso ‘Taylor,
u¢t Trawoel, and soutencod to death.

. ~The Chiof Justicc, in passing sentencs,
said tha accused bad been guiiy of mur
dors.the alrocity of which lud seldom beon
excecdod. For somo roason, which had mot
been dicclosed. he bad lercg u woman. of
whom be had been a lover aud who bad
shown considerable affoction for bim, to @
lonoly place uuder proicace of & picaic and
there Lo had slajn bor. ‘Jhen finding him-
solf so placed, he had sluin the unhabpy
litle girl who bad dous bim no barm and

ad given bim no causo to harm ber.

In. the course of the Lrial tbe smurderer
sdmittod that e was u fugilive from ius-
tics n Wastern Australia, aud the records
of that Btate show that be had twice bean
wonvicled of very serions offences. He is @
native of Plympton, South Austrelis, and
he went to Western Australia in 1890, On
Oclober 30, 1899, he was convicted at Kal-

oorlie an a charge of having been in un-

awful ion of @ bicycle and was fined

LS, with the alternative of three montiw’ |

Yraprisonment, Threo months later al Perth
on March 6, 1900, he rocived a spatence of
Ez yoars' jmprisonmeft for a criminal as
‘maalt on a little girl! Ho was relessed on
on after serving about six years of
s sentence end was again couvicled at
'Eu@h on Decomber 7. 1909, on & charge of
s g attempted to kill Charica J, Efford,
postmaster at Hopoloun. A charge of baving
undeqd Mrs. Efford with intont 40 murder
. ‘was not proceeded with. In. this case
evidance was given that the man, who was
known to Mrs. Eford, broke into the post
. office on the wl&morn‘:ng of October 28,
1900, snd shot at Mr. Efford in Lied, wound-
ing him. and that when Mrs, Efford scream-
red she was struck on the head with a blunt
Unstrument. He was confined at Rottncst
pprison, where he caused a firg in the prison
on April 5, 1914, and made ‘Lis escape in
Rhe commotlion that arose. He alterwards,
avparenily, sucoceded in getling away to
ithe Easlorn States. He enlisted when in
Bouth Australis. | .

—a M . el A
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